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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number:

403

Name(s) of African providing account:

Nyámasi = Andrew Wilhelm

Date account recorded:

1854

Date account first published:

1854

Date of entry creation:

22 September 2021

Source:
Account printed on p. 13 of S. W. Koelle, Polyglotta Africana. London: Church
Missionary House, Salisbury Square, Fleet Street, 1854.
Comments:
Koelle’s remarks (p. 13) –
“Bepot, the Panam capital, is an hours’ journey from the river ‘Norr,’ coming from the Kob
country in the east (where very fine blue baft and good bread is made, and where they get
mirrors) and flowing down to Penyin in the west. Its width in some places is such that the
opposite banks cannot be seen; and where it is narrowest, it is so wide that a man on the opposite
side appears as a child. It is in some places twenty fathoms deep, in others only four, inundating
large tracts of land in the rainy season, and containing an abundance of fish, alligators, and other
large monsters, called nyamze (i.e. water-animal) and ndzuenze. Param is situated west of
Papiak, near to which is Pamom, east of Penam and Pendam, with a different but cognate
language; south of N’golan, with a different language. On his way to the sea Nyamsi passed
Pangan, Pandam, and several other countries whose names he does not know, ‘Atam, Korrguarr,
Kalaba. In his country the men only wear cloth, and the women go entirely naked. Two years
before he was kidnapped the Tebale had invaded his country and committed the most fearful
atrocities; e.g. they took children by their legs and dashed their brains out against trees; ripped up
the pregnant women; caught four hundred children of the king’s family and the families of other
great men, made a large fire, and burnt them alive; pulled out the eyes of people, and then let
them go, &c. He added to this description, ‘black man bad for true; white man no sappe (i.e.
knows) how bad black man.”

Text of Account:
p. 13:
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“Panam.*-- From Nyamsi, or Andrew Wilhelm, of Freetown, born in the town of Bepot, or
Mbepot, where he lived till his nineteenth year, when he was kidnapped by the Papiak, whence
he was sold to Peti and Kalaba. He has been in Sierra Leone twenty-two years, with two
countrymen and five countrywomen.”
* Referring to Nyamsi’s spoken language.

(See scans below for original text.)
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